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issued a proclamation to his army no longer to injure
anyone, but to replace the scimitar of vengeance in its
scabbard.

The author of the ' Meadows of Gold' states that the
above-mentioned A'niru lived eighty years more after this
conversation with Shapur; but Allah knows best. Books
have been filled with descriptions of Shapur's projects to in-
vade Rum after his expedition into Arabia. When he reached
the frontiers of that country he wished to enter the metro-
polis of the Qaisar, disguised as a spy. Having examined
and ascertained the position of the frontiers, he left his
army in a suitable locality and proceeded in the direction of
Qostantiniah [Constantinople], which is the metropolis of
the Qaisar. After performing the journey he reached the
term of it, and on the very day on which he entered the
city the Qaisar happened to give a large banquet. A cir-
cumstance, however, which is curious enough, took place
before SMpur had left his army; the Qaisar had, namely,
despatched a painter to the camp of the sovereign of Persia
to take his portrait and to bring it to Qostantiniah. The
artist having well acquitted himself of his commission, the
Qaisar ordered the portrait of Shapur to be drawn OR,
vessels of gold and of silver, so that when Shap&r took his
seat on the day of the banquet at one of the tables occupied
by soldiers, there happened to be on it also a bowl which
contained his own portrait. Some courtiers, being struck
by the resemblance between the figure on the cup and
Shapur, immediately reported the circumstance to the
Qaisar, and by order of the latter he was gently conveyed
to his presence. Having been examined, Shapur stated
that he had been intimately connected with the King of
Persia, but that he had fled in consequence of some mis-
demeanour, and had come to this country. The Qaisar
suspected, however, that to be a trumped-up story, and
threatened Shapur with death, whereon he revealed the
truth. The Qaisar then ordered him to be dressed in a
cow-hide and imprisoned in a tower, where he was kept
during the space of one year. When the Qaisar invaded